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datures and the deposit is returned if the candidate secures
more than one-eighth of the total poll.
The election campaign will last from two to three weeks.
During this period there will be intense political activity. The
parties will hold a great many political meetings, many of
them with guest speakers. The constituency will be plastered
with posters. Open air meetings will be held in village squares
or outside factory gates. Each candidate will probably send
to the electors in the constituency a document called an elec-
tion address which sets out the program of the party, details
of the candidate's previous experience and activities, and any
special points the candidate may wish to emphasize.
Virtually any adult citizen may be a candidate for the
House of Commons and may vote. The names of the electors
are contained in an official printed register which is revised
at regular intervals. Citizens may inspect the register if they
wish to do so and may arrange for the correction of any errors
ink.
On election day, polling stations are open in schools or
other suitable buildings. The elector enters the polling sta-
tion for his area and states his name and address. The official
finds the name in the register of electors, crosses it out, and
hands the voter a ballot paper containing an alphabetical list
of the names of the candidates (but not their party affilia-
tions). The voter takes the ballot paper to a screened com-
partment, places a X against one name, folds the paper, and
places it in a sealed box. After the poll is complete the ballot
papers are counted in the presence of the candidates and other
observers, and the candidate with the largest number of votes
is declared elected.
The same procedure takes place in each of the constitu-
encies into which the United Kingdom is divided. Each con-
stituency contains about 60,000 voters, and an independent